Assignment: Trademark Copyright Protection
Web applications are considered Intellectual Property and include images, text content and software code.
Research, define and discuss the following terms and concepts related to this topic.

· Copyright- Copyright is a type of intellectual property that grants the creator of original works exclusive rights to use and distribute their work. This includes literary, artistic, musical, and certain other intellectual works. Copyright protection is automatic once the work is fixed in a tangible medium, such as writing it down or recording it.

· Trademark- A trademark is a symbol, word, or words legally registered or established by use as representing a company or product. It helps consumers identify and distinguish the source of goods or services from those of others.

· Service Mark- A service mark is like a trademark, but it identifies and distinguishes the source of a service rather than a product. It can be a word, phrase, symbol, or design that represents the services provided by a company.

· Fair Use Principle- The Fair Use Principle allows limited use of copyrighted material without permission from the rights holder for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research. The determination of fair use is based on four factors: the purpose and character of the use, the nature of the copyrighted work, the amount used, and the effect on the market value of the work.

· Who is responsible for enforcing these laws? – Copyright is enforced by the U.S. Copyright Office and through civil lawsuits in federal court.
Trademark and Service Mark are enforced by the United States Patent and Trademark Office and through civil lawsuits.

· How are these laws enforced in online E-commerce? -
In online e-commerce, these laws are enforced through:
Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) that provides a mechanism for copyright holders to request the removal of infringing content from websites.

Trademark Infringement Claims Companies can file claims against online sellers who use their trademarks without permission.

Service Mark Protections, like trademarks, service marks are protected against unauthorized use in online services.
Fair Use Evaluations Online have platforms that evaluate fair use claims to determine if content can remain available.
These measures help protect intellectual property rights and ensure fair competition in the digital marketplace.
